Leave a gift
in your will
Leave a legacy of hope for the next
generation of young Londoners.

London Youth is
a charity on a mission
to make an impact
on the lives of young
Londoners.
Together with our network of over 600 community
youth organisations, we create opportunities for
tens of thousands of young Londoners
For over 130 years we have been championing each
generation of young people with outstanding youth workand we couldn’t do it without people like you.
Because of our partners and supporters, we are there to
help young people in London grow, develop the skills needed
to find work and to help them be inspired, able and ready
to make a positive contribution in the future.

Will you help us be there for the
next generation with a gift in your will?
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Why London
Youth?
For those young people with
more complex home and school
experiences, the long-standing
relationships they hold with local
youth workers are transformative
in their lives
Our vision is that all young Londoners
grow up healthy, able to express
themselves, navigate a fulfilling career
and make a positive contribution in their
communities…
Last year, we worked with over 27,000
young people through our sports
development, employability, youth social
action, arts and outdoor education
programmes.
Alongside these amazing opportunities
for young people, we support our
network of youth organisations with
training for youth workers, funding
opportunities, quality assurance…
Because we know that good youth
work works.

Our work gives young people access to
opportunities they might not otherwise
have been presented and is engaging the
communities who simply cannot afford to
pay for them.

Legacies help us continue
making an impact now and in
the future, ensuring our vital
work can carry on.

Kalliyah’s
Story
Besides my own struggles, youth
work has been the main reason
why I have decided to study mental
health nursing at university. Mainly
because it helped me grow in
confidence.
Whenever I was down, my youth worker
was always there to cheer me up. As a
whole, joining a youth club was a simple
solution to my problems. It connected
me with other girls my age, outside of
school. It is an overall great experience;
I have made life-long friends and learnt
useful skills for the future.
If youth clubs begin to close, there will be
lots of lost young people.

For many of us, that once or twice a
week at youth clubs are the only area
where we can properly express ourselves
without judgement. It can be an
escape from a toxic home, or even from
themselves.
Youth work is a key part to every
community and without it, a lot of us
wouldn’t be excelling like we are. Most
importantly, youth clubs keep young
people from spiralling, it gives them a
space to make friends and find good
support networks.
It is important to choose to support
London youth this Christmas, because
they help youth clubs develop
themselves to meet the needs of the
children they cater to.
Personally, London Youth has been
excellent in supporting me mentally.
They offer a range of wellbeing sessions
and they have no trouble setting up
those sessions if we ask for them.
London Youth has given me many
opportunities to express myself, be it in
blogs or campaigns... And I definitely feel
that without their help, I wouldn’t be the
woman that I am today.

The difference a
legacy makes…
Leaving a gift to London Youth
in your will is powerful so your
and your generosity will benefit the
lives of hundreds of thousands
of young people.
Leaving a gift to London Youth in your
will is powerful and your generosity
will benefit the lives of hundreds of
thousands of young people.
This generation of young people and the
next face some big challenges: poverty,
unemployment, mental health. Sadly,
young Londoners are disproportionately

affected, growing up in a capital that
hosts the highest level of child poverty in
the UK.
In fact, recent research by the Healthy
London Partnership showed that a
startling 1 in 10 children and young people
(5-15 years old) have a diagnosable mental
health disorder – that’s three in every
school class across London.
Providing incredible opportunities and
support to make long-term positive
change to the lives of young people,
leaving your legacy gift now can help us
in generations to come.

What will my gift
be supporting?
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Getting
started…
Writing a gift into your
will is surprisingly easy.
It’s really important to
have an up to date will,
as it ensures that your
wishes are understood,
and can be delivered,
that your family and
friends are taken care
of and that everyone
you love can have
peace of mind.
There are some simple
steps to go through.
We have broken them
down into 3 sections…
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Make a list
of all your assets
and all the things
you own.

Decide what
you want to do
in your will.

If you can, see if you can
add them up to get a
rough idea of the total
value (although this
won’t be accurate, it will
be a help).

Start with writing a list
of those people you want
to include in your will…
Your family loved ones
and any friends.

What do you want to
achieve with the assets
Your house, property,
endowments, any savings you have and what do
you want to say?”
or life policies, pensions.
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Your closest family and
loved ones often come first
and you will want to make
sure you have everyone
taken care of as a priority.

Decide how you
want to leave gifts to
people or charities
you value or care
about.
There are two main
ways of leaving a gift.
A pecuniary legacy is a
fixed amount of money.
A residuary legacy is a
percentage or share of the
balance of your estate once
all other payments
and gifts have been made.
Many people prefer to give
a residuary gift because it
keeps in line with inflation
and doesn’t lose value over
time. Many supporters like to
leave a % of their estate after
they have looked after loved
ones.

Choose
your executors.
These are the people
responsible for making
sure your wishes are seen
through, and they act
as a safeguard for you.
They will need to be
named in the will.
You can appoint people
you trust or appoint a
professional such as a
solicitor or accountant,
but your estate will need
to cover their fees.
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Getting help to
write your will
It’s important to get the wording right
for a gift in your will, and it is sometimes
helpful to show your solicitor or a
professional.
The Law Society can help you.
You can contact them by phone
in England (020 7242 1222),
Scotland (01131 226 7411), and
Northern Ireland (0289 023 1614)
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A pecuniary gift: a specific
sum of money stated in
your will.
This will not change with the
value
of your estate, and so you will
know
exactly how much you are giv
ing to
charity at any given point.
Don’t forget! It is useful to tal
k to
your solicitor or professiona
l about
how to phrase these gifts wh
en
writing your will, and also ge
t their
insight on inheritance tax.

What’s
next?
Remember its good practice to revisit your will every five years,
to check if there have been any changes in your life or if you have
changed your mind at all, or if there have been any changes in the law.
If during this time you have had any of the
following, you will need to revisit your will

get married or enter a civil partnership
get a divorce
have children or any other new relatives
(like nieces, nephews or grandchildren)
who you wish to include
buy a house or obtain any other valuable assets

Many supporters like to let us know if they have left a gift in their
will. We would love to hear and be able to say thank you and to
keep you posted on the work and the difference your gift will
make. You can decide how you are kept informed in the future
as well!
However, we do recognise and respect that you may not wish
to tell us and keep this private and that’s totally fine.
If you do keep it private, we want you know how much
we appreciate your generosity!

Our promise
to you…
We believe that leaving a gift is an amazing
way to live on through your generosity.
We recognise its importance and our promise
to you is a way to reinforce our approach as
you consider us…
We believe in our work and the need to make
it possible through the generosity of others,
so we appreciate you thinking of us. Whilst we
are here to help and guide, we understand any
decision is yours alone and done completely in
your own time.
We know and appreciate that your friends,
family and loved ones always come first.
You can tell us about your intentions, and we
would love to hear, but you do not need to.
We will always respect your privacy.
We will make sure that your gift is used for
the greatest impact and that your wishes
are respected.

We want young people to thrive, physically and mentally. 88% of
young people on our sports programme, Getting Active, feel happier.
One said:

You can change your mind at any time. we will
keep you informed and will always be available
for questions and conversations.

“I was able to make new friends. Because
of the pandemic, I didn’t do a lot of exercise
and this made me get up and try different
sports. It was fun to be out of the house
and learn different things. It always makes
me happy even when I am really down.”
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FAQS
Can I choose how my
gift will be spent?
Legacy gifts are important, so we
want you to be confident that your
gift will make the greatest impact.
Because it’s hard to know when your gift
will happen, its useful for us to be able to
use your gift for what is most needed at
that time. But, if you have a view on areas
of work that are important to you, please
let us know and we can work with the
executors of your will to do our best to
meet your wishes.

Wouldn’t it be better to
help now rather than later?
Lots of supporters like to give in
life right now as well as leaving
a gift for when they have gone.
For some, it’s now that matters. For
others, a legacy is the confidence of a gift
for future generations.” All gifts matter to
us and we
are really grateful for people’s generosity
during life and beyond. People have given
to us for over 130 years and it’s because of
this we have been able to deliver for each
generation and those to come.

What type of gift can I make?
The main types of gift people
make are a share of their estate
(called a residuary) or a single gift
(called a pecuniary).
Many people prefer to give a residuary
gift because it keeps in line with inflation
and doesn’t lose value over time. Many
supporters like to leave a % of their estate
after they have looked after friends, family
and loved ones.

How do I change my will
or add to an existing one?

Do I need to tell London
Youth that I have made
a gift in my will?
You don’t need to tell us that you
have left a gift in your will, but we
would love to hear and thank you.
We understand you may want to keep
things confidential, and we will of course
respect that, but letting us know means
we can share with you the difference
gifts like yours make. Either way you can
talk to us at any time if you need help or
guidance.

Are gifts to charity in my
will Inheritance Tax free?
Where 10% or more of an estate
is left on death to charity the estate
will attract a 10% discount on the
rate of IHT paid.
This means it will attract IHT of 36%
instead of 40%. The charitable gift itself is
exempt from IHT. We would recommend
that you take professional advice so you
can manage IHT.

The only way to change your
will is to either make a new one
or add a codicil (which amends
your will, rather than replacing it).
Like a will, a codicil needs to be
properly witnessed to be valid.

What will my family think?
We believe that family and friends
come first, and that a small share
after you have looked after them
could make such a difference to
your charities.
It’s a good idea to talk through your plans
in life so people understand your wishes.

Contact us
We would love to hear from you
whatever your decision.
We can advise, hear about your plans, or
show you the important work that we do.
And we would love to say thank you if you
have left a gift or you intend to do so.
@londonyouth

hello@londonyouth.org
0207 549 8800

@london_youth
London Youth
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47-49 Pitfield Street, London N1 6DA

www.londonyouth.org

