
Woodberry Wetlands 
   

Address: 
Bethune Road

London 
N16 5HQ  

Entrance: Enter through the main entrance on the New River path off of
Lordship Road.

How to get here: The west entrance is a five-minute walk from Manor
House Underground Station (Piccadilly line) and Stamford Hill station. 
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Parking – There is no parking at Woodberry Wetlands, there is possible street
parking in the residential areas surrounding the site (be aware of restrictions). 

Access – Access is level into the reserve, with no steep gradients on
the main wheelchair-accessible path that leads from the main entrance to the
Coal House Cafe, and then on to the New River Studio. Seating is provided at
various points around the route.

Toilets - There is toilet access in the Coal House Cafe and the visitor centre. 

Your group must have a mobile phone with service and a first aid kit. Make
sure you know your nearest A&E and that you have the emergency contact
details for all of the young people in your group.

Make sure you refer back to the Explorer pack for detailed instructions and
advice on risk assessments and health and safety.

Facilities 1.

2. Health & safety
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Over the last century, the reservoir has become shallower, now around 
6ft from its original depth of up to 6m. This helps the reed beds
surrounding the reservoir as they are rich in wetland wildlife. These have
been increased in size by and enhance for wildlife by London Wildlife Trust
with movement of silt and planting, making it a great habitat for birds in
particular. There is an area of improved grassland on the top of the
embankments and this is reflected in the dominant grass species. You will
find an area of wildflower meadow near the visitor centre that supports
species such as meadow vetch, Greater Bird’s-foot trefoil and lesser
trefoil. The orchard is planted with traditional English fruit varieties
including Victoria plum, conference pear and James Grieve apple. As they
mature, the orchard trees will provide vital habitat for invertebrates.
 

Prior to it being a reservoir, the Woodberry Down area was in fact not a
wetland, 600 years ago there were grass meadows for cattle and small woodlands,
probably home to deer and wild boar.  Built in 1833 as part of the bid to provide
fresh water to the City of London in the 1900’s, the area has been closed to the
public ever since. Hidden undisturbed behind metropolitan development, one of
London’s best kept secrets is now open to the public for the first time in nearly 200
years.

4.1 History and facts

4.2 Habitat

• Reeds
• Peregrine falcon 
• Rainbow trout 

• Goat Willow   
• Common Knapweed 
• Blackthorn 

• Grey Heron 
• Mallard  
• Cormorants  

Things to see: 
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1.Enter

Enter Woodberry Wetlands, the East
Reservoir through the Lordship
Road entrance. You will see a large
copper tunnel and wooden walkway.
Walk through this. 

Woodberry Wetlands is open to the
public for the first time in history
and is managed by London wildlife as
a wildlife reserve, while Thames
water looks after the reservoir’s
infrastructure because it is still an
operational resevoir. 

In front of you will be an information
board with information and illustrations of
what Woodberry Wetlands used to be used
for and what it has turned into.  
 
Carry on walking straight along the
wooden platform until you see a water
weir on your right. 

The New River gives the Wetlands a
continuos water flow. The water is also
high in oxygen so you can find fish here
which brings many birds that eat them! 

Carry on walking along the wooden
platform past the cafe and follow it to
the left. 

2.Information board

3.New River
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1.Enter

1.ENTER
5. Reservoir bank

Go right and walk down the Woodland
trail steps and follow the trail all the
way round. You will return up to the
main path.

The woodland trail is the prefect place
to spot garden birds. Why not stand
still for a few moments and listen to
the birds singing in the hedgerow. 

Follow the path until you get back to
the steps leading up to the main path
around the reservoir. Then turn right
and carry on along the main path. 

4. Woodland trail

In 1922 the reservoirs were put up for sale
but after a campaign by the local residents
they were saved. Chlorine and sodium
phosphate treatment used to clean the
drinking water was stopped and wildlife
came back. Now both the reservoir and the
New River are sites of metropolitan
importance and support many different
animals. 

Take a look at the information board and
see how the reservoir has changed over
time. 

The reservoir bank is made entirely of
London clay dug out (by hand!) from the
bottom of the reservoir which is entirely
man made. It was created as a reservoir to
provide drinking water for nearby
residents between 1850 and 1920.  
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6. Floating Island

As you walk around the reservoir you
will see a floating island, this is to pride
a place for ground nesting birds to make
their nests away from predators and
people.  

Carry on walking around the the trail
until you get to a green fence. 

Just before the green fence you will see to
your right some grassland. This has many
different species of wildflower in the
summer which are very important for
pollinators like bees and butterflies. 

Carry on walking until you are at the
green fence. 

Behind the green fence is where the
water leaves the reservoir and joins up to
another water system travelling to
Walthamstow Wetlands, another London
Wildlife Trust Site. 

Carry on walking along the path, you will
reach the bug hotel on your left. 

7. Grassland

8. Water flow
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9. Bug hotel

10. Dead Hedge

Here is a bug hotel made by the
volunteers at Woodberry Wetlands. It is
made of old bits of wood which create
the perfect hiding holes for
invertebrates to live, lay eggs and
hibernate like ladybirds, woodlice
solitary bees and wasps and even frogs.

You could even make one of these at
your centre! 

You will see a large barrier around the
reservoir next to the bug hotel.

This is a dead hedge which is a natural
barrier acting as a fence to people and
wildlife whilst being a great place for
invertebrates to live which bring birds that
feed off these insects. 

Near the dead hedge you will see a
information board 

11. Bird migration 

Read the information board and learn
about why Woodberry Wetlands is
important to migratory birds. It serves as
a resting place for them as it is along the
flight path to the Lee Valley protected
nature areas. 

You can exit at Newton Close if you
follow the path to the right walking
past the visitor centre on your left. 
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