
Walthamstow Wetlands 
   

Address: 
2 Forest Road 

London 
N17 9NH

 Entrance: Enter through the main entrance eon Ferry Lane/ Forest
Road. Here you will find the Engine house which has the visitor centre,

cafe and toilets inside. 

How to get here: A short walk from Blackhorse Road station (Victoria
line and Overground).
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Parking – Four parking bays available for blue badge holders free of charge. 

Access – Engine house and main concrete pathway through site accessible for
wheelchair users and those with walking difficulties. The rest of the
nature reserve has muddy uneven paths. 

Toilets - The engine house has a platform lift and accessible toilets with ramp
entry.

Your group must have a mobile phone with service and a first aid kit. Make
sure you know your nearest A&E and that you have the emergency contact
details for all of the young people in your group.

Make sure you refer back to the Explorer pack for detailed instructions and
advice on risk assessments and health and safety.

 Facilities 1.

2. Health & safety
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Walthamstow Wetlands is Europe’s largest urban wetland nature reserve,
211 hectares or 2km long by 1.5km wide. The size of about 500 football
pitches. Hackney Marshes is only 88 football pitches! 

Walthamstow Wetlands is an important international nature reserve with a
211 hectare Thames Water reservoir site which is the main. Providing
home and shelter to a wide range of wildlife and also source of water
supply for 3.5 million people. 

It took 70 years to builds the 10 reservoirs and as the demands grew from
London the scale and height grew. The Engine House was built 1894 and is
a stunning example of Victorian architecture that once housed the site's
pumping station, powered by a marine steam engine. Walthamstow
Wetlands opened for the public In October 2017.

Wetlands are the most valuable ecosystem in the world and are
disappearing 3 times faster than forests. This means that wetland plants
and animals are in crisis with ¼ of the species at risk from extinction.
 
The Walthamstow Wetlands project has already helped create new
environment as well improving on existing ones. Grassland, Reedbeds and
hedgerows are the types of environments that can be found. New
reedbeds have been created in the low-lying reservoirs to support
wildfowl populations and attract rare birds such as bittern. Trees have
been planted and new meadows and grasslands are being created while
bat boxes, bird nest boxes, and bird feeding stations, are being installed.

History and facts

Habitat
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• Gadwall 
• Shoveler
• Tufted duck

• Bittern
• Grey Heron 
• Cormorant 

• Common reed
• Greylag goose
• Rainbow trout 

Things to see: 



1.Enter

Enter through the car park walk
around the engine house and walk
straight over the Coppermill bridge
outside the Engine house. Walk
straight over the bridge and carry
on walking straight up the 123 path. 
 
Otters and Water Voles breed in the
nearby Lee Valley, we are surveying
the Coppermill Stream for both these
species which we hope use the
wetlands as at least a hunting
ground.

Look to your right and you will see
large reed beds. Animals such as birds
and small mammals use the reed beds
to live, sleep and feed in. 
 
Carry on walking straight.

You will see piles of logs around the
reserve, these are bug
hotels and create a home for many
creepy crawlies.

Carry on walking until you see a
large island to your right. This is
Cormorant Island.

1.ENTER

2.Reed bed

3.Bug hotels
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4.Cormorant island 

Naturally a coastal bird, cormorants
have moved inland in recent decades.
Cormorants are large, black
waterbirds. They feed on fish, which
they catch with their long, hook-tipped
bills while swimming underwater. 

Cormorants don’t have much oil in
their feathers, it is so they can dive
deeper under water to catch fish. It
does mean they have to sit with their
wings open to dry out. 

The colony at the Wetlands is now one
of the largest in the UK

Carry on walking straight up the
path.

Along the path you will see a thick
spiky hedge on either side. This is made
from gauze and natural barrier between
wildlife
and people so animals don’t get
stressed.

5. Guaze hedge

The gauze is trimmed at eye level every
year so visitors can still see over. In the
hedge you can spot spiders and their
webs. 

Carry on walking straight up the path
until you reach a tree with tape
around it.
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6. Oak caterpillars

You will see Oak proccessionary moth
caterpillars. The oak processionary
moth feeds and lives almost
exclusively
on oak trees. The oak processionary
moth is a species of moth with
caterpillars
that nest on oak trees. The
caterpillars are covered in small hairs
which can
cause health risks in humans. 

Look to your left.

You will see a wildlife photo exhibition…
why not take a look? The pylon is a
great place for birds of prey to scan for
prey.

Carry on walking along the main path
until you get to a bridge, walk over the
bridge and turn left.

You will see the nicknamed “dirty
ditch”, it is full of duckweed because
of the very slow flow of water. 

Carry on walking along the path, you
will reach the end of the path and
the exit of the reserve. Do not exit
the reserve,
instead go right up the large grass
hill until you reach the path.

1.ENTER

7. Exhibition

8.Bridge
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9. East Warwick

When you reach the top of the hill
you will see the East Warwick
reservoir, here you can see the East
London Skyline. See if you can spot
Canary Wharf, the Shard and
Alexander Palace.  

Turn right and walk down the path
along the East Warwick reservoir. 

After walking right along the
reservoir, when you get to a
crossroads carry on walking straight
across.

On our left and you will reach a
wildflower meadow.

1.ENTER

10. Crossroads

11. Meadow

The UK has lost 97% of its wildflower
meadows since WW2, wildflowers are
extremely important for pollinators,
which are important for ecosystems
to work well.

Carry on walking straight
and you will arrive back where you
started.
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