
Gunnersbury Triangle 
   

Adress: 

Bollo Lane

Chiswick

W4 5LN 

Entrance: The entrance is across the road from Chiswick Park

Station (District line). 

How to get here: Bus number 440 also stops by the entrance, while

services 27, 237, 267, 391 and H91 stop nearby Chiswick High Road.
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Parking – There is no parking on the reserve but there is free on street parking
on neighbouring streets (be aware of restrictions). 

Access – There are gentle sloping footpaths made from natural material, as
well as anti-slip decked walkways, but the terrain can be uneven in other
places and because there are steep steps wheelchair users will not be able to
access all areas of the reserve.

Toilets - Toilets are currently closed. 

Your group must have a mobile phone with service and a first aid kit. Make
sure you know your nearest A&E and that you have the emergency contact
details for all of the young people in your group.

Make sure you refer back to the Explorer pack for detailed instructions and
advice on risk assessments and health and safety.

Facilities 1.

2. Health & safety
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This reserve was saved in the early 1980s and then improved upon by

creating ponds and acid grassland areas. Birds and small mammals take

advantage of the sheltered birch and willow. It is dominated by these

trees and includes a pond and several small areas of grassland. At this

site there are over 200 plant species, 47 bird species, amphibians, fungi

and invertebrates. 

 

This woodland was cut off into a 2.5 hectare triangle by railway tracks built in the

late 19th century, before this the area was an orchard and in the 1940's railway

workers used the site as an allotment. Since the end of the 1940's the area was left

to grow naturally with little human interference. 

In 1981 the abandoned railway land was at risk of being developed into houses, but

a campaign was formed by the local people and was supported by London Wildlife

Trust and the Greater London Council. This ensured the area of woodland between

the railway tracks was protected. The land 

was then given to the Hounslow Council and

the London Wildlife Trust was invited to 

manage it as a nature reserve. The site was 

finally opened to the public in 1985. 

4.1 History and facts

4.2 Habitat

• Great Spotted Woodpecker
• Common Pipistrelle 
• Woodmouse

• Common toad 
• Smooth Newt
• Common Frog

• Turkey Tail Fungus
• Broom
• Black cap

Things to see: 
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1.Enter

Enter Gunnersbury Triangle opposite

Chiswick park station on Bollo Lane.

Walk in the gate and walk straight

down the path, following it round to

the right. 

You are entering the silver birch wood,

Look out for long tailed tits feeding,

jays flying and sparrowhawks resting

on low branches. 

 

Carry on walking straight along the

path until you get to a fork in the

road. Turn left at the number 2.  

Turn left down the path, when the

road forks at the number 2. Carry on

walking until you reach the pond. 

2.Silver Birch Wood
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1.Enter

1.ENTER

The pond is a home for many frogs in

spring and in summer the pond dries

out. Plants that like wet environments

like yellow flag iris and celery leaved

buttercup still remain. Stop and look at

the pond, see if you can spot any piles

of leaves where amphibians might be

overwintering.  

3. Pond

Here you can sit down on the clay

bench if you're a bit tired or look for

mini beasts. Look under logs for

invertebrates like woodlice and snails.

Gently lift and place back the logs

where you found them.

Carry on walking straight up the path

until you reach a number 6 and a fork

in the path. 

Take the left fork where the number 3

is and follow the path straight until

you reach number 5 and a clay seat.

4. Minibeasting 
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6. Ivy

The dense ivy undergrowth here

provides the perfect habitat for wood

mice, robins and wrens. 

Take the left path when you reach

the fork with the number 6. Carry

on walking straight until you reach

a number 7.  

Take the left when you reach the fork

in the path at number 7, this will lead

you to the meadow. 

7. Exhibition

7.Meadow
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The meadow has been cut down to create a

large open grassland and to encourage

wildflowers which are very important to

pollinators in summer. In summer you can

spot orange striped caterpillars, foxes and

even slow worms (legless lizards).

Turn back around and walk back the way

you came, walking straight past the number

7 with it on your left.  Carry on straight up

the path. 



Nicknamed the "Mangrove swamp"

this wet woodland is home to

wildflowers like pendulous sedge (a

grass like plant with shiny leaves and

long drooping flower heads) and

gipsywort (jagged leaves used to

make black dye). 

Carry on walking straight along the

path until you get to the number 10

and a fenced off marsh. 

This marsh has rare buckler ferns, see

if you can spot them with their green

triangular fronds.

Follow the path to the right until you

reach the pond. 

The pond was dug in 1986 and many

animals such as newts, tadpoles,

dragonflies, water boatman and

other invertebrates live here. 

On your left and you will see some

stairs, walk up them to get a view of

the pond. 

8. Mangrove swamp 

9. Marsh

10. Pond
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When you get to the top listen for

birds and look at the view of the tree

canopy as well as the logs below.

These logs provide the perfect

habitat for insects, fungi and

amphibians.

Walk back down the stairs and

follow the path straight, past the

pond not turning at any forks,

keeping left. You will reach a large

fenced off grassland on your left.

The grass here is cut each year to

encourage wildflowers to grow. The

small hills are created by yellow

meadow ants and create great places

for frogs and wood mice to live. 

Carry on walking right and straight

along the path until you are in the

woods again. 

Young exotic trees are beginning to
colonise this area such as turkey oak.
A theory is that these trees have
grown from jays bringing acorns from
Kew gardens. 

Carry on walking straight and you'll
end up where you started. 

11. The mound

12. Grassland

13. Saplings
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