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Dear Ms Goodby, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 27 to the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Sport and Civil Society, Mims Davies MP, about the Champion London Youth campaign. I am 
replying as a member of the Ministerial Support Team at the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS). 
 
I was interested to learn about the Champion London Youth campaign, combating negative 
youth stereotypes. The government recognises the transformational impact that youth services 
and trained youth workers can have, especially for young people facing multiple barriers or 
disadvantage. We agree that youth work can play a positive role in providing young people with 
the skills and resilience needed to succeed in life and work, and participate in their community. 
 
As you may be aware, local authorities are primarily responsible for allocating public funding to 
youth services in their area. They are best placed to know what is required in their communities 
and it is important that central government allows local authorities to have the flexibility to fund 
local services in a way that best reflects the needs of their community. However, the 
department does give guidance to local authorities, setting out their statutory duty to provide 
appropriate services. DCMS committed to reviewing this guidance in the Civil Society Strategy, 
published earlier this year. This guidance was last revised in 2012 and we know that much has 
happened to change the way local youth services are delivered in the intervening years. For 
this reason, the government is currently reviewing this guidance again. We expect that the 
review will provide greater clarity of the government's expectations, including the value added 
by good youth work. 
 
In addition, the government is investing £80 million in partnership with Big Lottery Fund, 
through the Youth Investment and #iwill Funds, which support voluntary and community 
organisations that work with young people. In particular, the Youth Investment Fund supports 
grantees to expand and create opportunities for young people to access youth services in six 
disadvantaged regions of England, one of which is East London. 
 
Thank you again for raising awareness of the Champion London Youth Campaign, we value 
your work with young people. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Rebekah Forty  
Ministerial Support Team 
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