Blog Guidelines
Before you start!
The word count for blogs is 600 words, you can be 50 words over or 50 words under.
London Youth are champions of advantage thinking, this means that we write about young
people through a positive lens and not one of disadvantage. Avoid using phrases such as
disadvantaged young people.
Remember to bring some personality to your blog by providing personal anecdotes.
If you want to use statistics to back up your points, make sure that they come from credible
sources, Wikipedia is not a credible source.
Don’t copy and paste texts from other sources. If you want to reference someone else’s ideas or
stories please make sure that you credit them in the blog.
The word limit is a guide not a rule. If you can’t edit your blog down to 600 words, don’t worry
that’s what the Communications Team are there for.
Write from the perspective that the reader knows nothing about your topic. Avoid using
uncommon abbreviations and make sure that you put everything in context.
A picture is worth a thousand words, so try to include one in your blog.
Title
Think of a captivating title that grabs the attention of the reader and lets them know what your
blog is about. Your blog title should be no more than six words to ensure that it is snappy and
makes an impact.
Introduction
Briefly introduce the topic of your blog and set the scene. To help set the scene of your blog, it
is useful to put the topic in context, perhaps relating it to a current news trend or story, or even
yourself (e.g the Olympics, politics, celebrity news or even your personal connection to the
topic). Your introduction is your sales pitch, so avoid giving up unnecessary information that will
lose the reader’s interest. Keep your introduction under five lines.
Main body
Hurrah you’ve managed to come up with a catchy title and punchy introduction now the real
work begins. The main body is a chance for you to expand on the main points outlined in
introduction. You should explore the topic and provide justification for your opinion on the topic.
You can bring in evidence such as statistics, personal experiences etc. to back up your
argument.
Conclusion
Great you’ve presented your ideas and fought your corner, now what? The conclusion is an
opportunity for you to talk about how you see things progressing in the future. The conclusion
should also have a call to action, outlining the developments you would like to see.

